RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
at Tollgate Primary School

The Requirements for RE

Religious Education at Tollgate is provided in accordance with the requirements of  the Agreed Syllabus for Suffolk.

Aims and Approach

The aims of RE as a subject and the approach to be taken are described on p.4-5 of ''RE in the Basic Curriculum 1995'', the Agreed Syllabus.

The following are extracts from those pages which staff believe express particularly well how RE should be approached at Tollgate.

It is clear from the agreed syllabus that RE at Tollgate must be concerned with educating children ABOUT religion rather than instructing them in a particular faith; this latter is the job of family or faith community.

Pupils learn about Christianity as the main religious tradition in this country and also about some of the other principal religions represented in Britain. RE, however, is not only about understanding specific religious traditions. It should offer pupils the opportunity to think about their own lives, values, attitudes or beliefs and the chance to express their thoughts and ideas in a variety of ways.

Attitudes and Values

The development of positive attitudes and values is part of school life as a whole but RE has a particular contribution to make. It deals specifically with issues of belief, with things that are valuable or precious to people; as a result, the attitudes and values of staff, pupils, parents or particular religious groups are often on display or under discussion. In this situation it is important that:

(1) Pupils feel they are working in a secure atmosphere where it is safe to share their thoughts and ideas.

(2) Religious views, traditions or customs are not subject to ridicule or criticism simply because they are 'different'.

(3) Staff draw on their pupil's own experiences of life in order to help them understand more specifically religious stances.

The following words should form a basis for teaching attitudes and values in RE at Tollgate:

'' Pupils should be encouraged to develop those attitudes and values which will promote self- respect, respect for others, a willingness to accommodate other faiths and cultures, respect for the natural world and sensitivity towards the mystery which underlies human experience.'' (p5 RE in the Basic Curriculum)   

General Objectives for RE

The four General Objectives in the Agreed Syllabus describe the main 'territory' of RE. They provide an overall structure within which more detailed teaching and learning objectives are organised.

General Objective 1 - Experience and Belief

Pupils should develop a knowledge and understanding of the nature of beliefs and values, their relationship to human experience and the way they give meaning to people's lives.

General Objective 2 - Belief and Behaviour

Pupils should develop a knowledge and understanding of the way in which human behaviour is influenced by beliefs and values.

General Objective 3 - Believing Communities

Pupils should develop a knowledge and understanding of the background, beliefs, values and practices of the Christian and at least one other faith community at each planning level.

General Objective 4 - Language of Belief

Pupils should gain an understanding of the forms of language which are used to express religious meaning and to be able to use both verbal and non-verbal language to express their own feelings, beliefs and ideas.

General Objective 3 must be taught in relation to Christianity and one other religion at each planning level. The choice of religions has to be made in relation to other schools in the pyramid as set out in the Agreed Syllabus (p8).

The religions chosen in our pyramid for the primary schools are Islam, Judaism and Hinduism. Although the primary schools look at these in a variety of permutations, this choice will enable us to work towards continuity  and progression within the pyramid.

At Key Stage 1 at Tollgate we look at Christianity and Islam in relation to GO3. Very simple aspects of these and of Judaism are looked at in general RE topics such as Special Times and Stories.

In Y3/4 we study Christianity and Judaism in relation to GO3. General RE topics (e.g. Celebration, Special Books ) include simple aspects of Christianity, Islam and Judaism.

The Programme of Study for RE

The Programme of Study in the Agreed Syllabus (p13- 30) is organised into 8 planning levels which indicate what should be taught. County Guidance recommends that the following levels are used to begin the planning process:

                Planning Level 1 - Reception (p14-15)

                Planning Level 2 - Years 1 and 2 (p16-17)

                Planning Level 3 - Years 3 and 4 (p18-19)

At Tollgate this guidance has been used in planning the RE programme. The Long Term Plans show how all the Teaching and Learning Objectives from each Planning Level have been allocated to RE units of work. These plans can be found in Section 3.

General Provision for RE at Tollgate

Certain general points about the provision of RE at Tollgate : 

    i)Time Allocation  --  At Tollgate each class at Key Stage One has a session of RE each week lasting 30 minutes. At Key Stage Two each session lasts 45 minutes.

   ii) Resources -- We have a selection of artefacts relating to Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The Christian Artefacts are on permanent display in bottom corridor. The rest are stored in the photocopying room with videos in the video library and further books in the library.

  iii) Methodology -- A variety of teaching methods are encouraged in RE. These include videos, visits, visitors, games, role-play, artefacts, discussion, stories, music, food, surveys, interviews and written work.

   iv) Monitoring -- In common with other subjects in school, pupil's progress is monitored by termly checks on the RE books by the RE co-ordinator.

  v) Staff Development -- Reference books are available in the resource room. INSET is arranged by the co-ordinator with Advisory staff and staff are encouraged to ask the RE co-ordinator for help and advice. Tollgate has a number of useful contacts in the local community and from the local Anglican Church.

   vi) Cross-curricular Links -- At present staff are working through the  revised RE programme.  Cross curricular links are being identified especially with English and PSHE.

Provision for Withdrawal from RE

(i) Pupils - Parents may ask for their child to be totally or partially withdrawn from RE or Collective Worship in accordance with the Education Act 1944, sections 25(4) and 30, which was re-enacted in 1988. Reasons for withdrawal do not have to be given. Parents are advised of the current provision for RE and Collective Worship in the School Brochure as required by law. They are asked to contact the Headteacher if they wish to exercise the right to withdraw and discuss their requirements. Hopefully a satisfactory understanding will be reached and permit arrangements for alternative Religious Education or supervision to be made.

(ii) Staff - Teachers may also withdraw from RE. Their classes, however, are legally entitled to be taught RE. The Headteacher is responsible for making alternative provision for the pupils. Staff are not required to give reasons for withdrawal. Currently no member of staff exercises their right to withdrawal. Were this to happen, the RE co-ordinator would probably be asked to cover the affected class. The other member of staff would then teach an appropriate area of the National Curriculum to the co-ordinator's class.

Link between RE and Whole School Aims and Policies

Religious Education is one subject in the total curriculum provided by the school. Although it has its own content base and a particular contribution to make to a pupil's education, it must also be firmly linked to the wider life of the school. This section of the Scheme of Work highlights these links.

1) The School Aims 

At Tollgate we aim to give children an equal entitlement to Religious Education ensuring they learn to respect and value the beliefs of others.

2) School Development Plan

RE has featured in the school development plan. The policy and scheme of work have been reviewed this year as well as a new long term plan being written.

3) Whole School Policies

a) Equal Opportunities, SEN and Multi-cultural Policies

We foster respect for the individual, the valuing of difference, an understanding of the uniqueness of the individual and the importance of provision for all children. RE plays a very definite role in understanding different cultures and 'communities' within cultures.

b) Information Technology Policy

There is a need to give pupils opportunities to apply and develop their I.T. capability where appropriate in RE.

c) Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy

RE can be assessed! Pupils are not assessed on personal faith but on their knowledge, skills and understanding of a particular subject area. Work must be recorded and reported to parents.

d) Health and Safety Policy

All the normal health and safety regulations apply but these might be specially noted in the case of RE:

   a) Where children are physically withdrawn from RE they remain the 

   responsibility of the school and should be supervised.

   b) Where cooking or tasting foods is part of an RE unit, correct hygiene

   and safety rules should be observed.

   c) Where candles or divas are lit for the class, staff should be sure that

    water or other suitable fire precautions are at hand.

   d) Where a resource box includes religious artefacts such as a Sikh 

   Kirpan (dagger) or a badge with a pin, these should be stored and used

   with due care.

   e) Where visits are made to places of worship, reference should be made

   to current regulations for school journeys and proper procedures 

   followed. A letter home should include a clear statement of the educational  reason for the visit and of what will take place. The right to withdraw should be offered. 

4) RE and the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Dimension

These are areas of a pupil's development to which schools are expected to

contribute. RE should play a very definite role in:

   a) Developing an awareness of a 'spiritual' dimension to life ( personal

   beliefs, the search for meaning and purpose, the sense of awe and 

   wonder) and offering opportunities to discuss this area in  a structured

   way. (THE SPIRITUAL)

   b) Providing a forum for pupils to develop and evaluate their own beliefs

   and values and to examine the beliefs and values others have chosen to

   live by. (THE MORAL)

   c) Encouraging interest in and understanding of other people, 

   relationships with others, respects for those with different lifestyles and

   beliefs and developing a concept of 'community'. (THE SOCIAL)

   d) Evaluating the influence of Christianity on daily life in Britain, on the 

   round of week and year, on public occasions and ceremonies, building

   and architecture, rules, art, music, drama, and literature. And in 

   considering other cultural and religious expressions in British society    and  the riches that diversity offers. (THE CULTURAL)

5) RE and its relationship to Collective        

                      Worship

A separate policy  is available for Collective Worship. In law, RE and collective worship are distinct. RE is part of the school curriculum; it has to be delivered appropriately for pupils of different ages and abilities. It cannot be delivered during assembly, but stories - from the Bible and other Christian traditions - are told and enjoyed during Collective Worship and these support the RE curriculum. Festival days and celebrations are also mentioned in Collective Worship.

