Tollgate County Primary School

 HISTORY POLICY             

1. Rationale

History is concerned with developing an awareness of the past and that things change.

All pupils have an entitlement to the subject regardless of ability, gender or ethnic group.

2. Aims  Of Teaching History
· To develop an awareness of the past.

· To compare past and present.

· To develop an awareness of the difference between fact and fiction.

· To start to develop a chronological framework.

· To learn about important people and events in Local, British and World History.

· To develop an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the past.

3. Purpose

It is intended that this policy will

· provide a corporate statement of purpose

· ensure that each pupils entitlement to this National Curriculum subject is realised

· provide a clear basis to aid teachers’ planning.

4. Organisation and Planning
History is taught as a discrete subject. The requirements of the National Curriculum are met by the planning -as in the whole school long term plan.  Please see Appendix 1

Pre Key Stage 1 children will be taught according to guidelines set out in Desirable Outcomes, as part of their studies in ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’.  It may be taught through a topic based approach. 

History is taught as a discrete timetabled subject.

Time allocation:   Yr 1
2.7%

                       Yr 2  
2.6%

                       Yr 3  
3.5%

                       Yr 4 
5%

Time allocation is currently under review.  Schools have been released from the Deering recommendations for teaching time in the foundation subjects. At Tollgate we have invested a large proportion of the teaching week into literacy and numeracy as this was considered necessary to raise standards.  

Guidelines from Suffolk Humanities Advisory Team will be used to plan time and content in September 1998.

In order to use the time most effectively the hours may be used flexibly at the teachers discretion.

5. Continuity And Progression
Continuity and progression are fostered by this policy and by the Long and Medium Term Plans.

Liaison with the Middle School is achieved through cluster meetings of KS-2 staff and the school history co-ordinator.

6. Equality

At Tollgate we believe that all children have equal rights to all aspects of the school. We aim to actively challenge any examples of inequality or stereotyping especially those based on race, beliefs, culture or sex.

We try to reflect a pluralist society, to teach through world examples and to highlight the benefits of cultural diversity. Displays and publications should enable all children to find images of ‘a child like me’.

7. Monitoring and Assessment

Monitoring is achieved through: 
regular co-ordinator release time 






regular classroom observations by the H/T






whole staff meetings as appropriate






key stage meetings

Assessment follows the guidelines set out in our Assessment Policy. Teacher assessments are recorded annually on SPARKS and all subjects are reported on in the annual report to parents.

8. Resources
VIDEOS 


(see video database in Tower Room)

SLS TOPIC BOXES

SCHOOL LIBRARY

MUSEUM LOAN SERVICE

VISITS

VISITORS

8. Evaluation

This policy will be reviewed regularly. We are aware that a review will be necessary when NC 2000 is available.
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