Tollgate Primary School  

Geography Policy
Rationale  

Geography is a study of the world around us.  It enables pupils to investigate and understand places, themes, the relationship between people and their environment and the physical processes which have shaped the landscape.

Aim: to teach high quality geography
1. Children arrive at school with personal experiences of geography, obviously developed to different extents, and these can all be built upon.

2 We wish to plan to teach explicit geography in addition to informal geography (eg in 

addition to conversations such as “Where did you go last weekend? “Isn’t it windy today?”, etc)

3 We will implement the National Curriculum Programmes of Study, time adjusted since the latest document.

4 An enquiry approach will be of vital importance.  This is why we have titled some Units

and learning objectives as questions.

5 Many of our choices of theme or place have been arrived at as a result of existing 

resources being available.  Some will be produced by schools, some are available from

Suffolk Humanities Advisory Team and many others are commercially available.

6 We will  provide a planned broad and balanced geographical education.  In practice 

this will involve teaching the agreed Geography Study Units each year.

7 There may be times during the year when geography will not be taught.

8 We will be guided by the notional time allocations suggested by QCA – see Unit Study sheet.

9 Geographical skills will be taught and reinforced throughout.

10   Units will sometimes be defined by places with themes and skills supporting these; and 

       Units will sometimes be defined by themes with places and skills supporting these.

11   We have built in progression through:

· increasing complexity of skills, vocabulary and concepts

· increasing quantities of information

· increasing independence of working by pupils

· in general terms, “decentring” pupils away from their immediate experiences of the

world

12 At Tollgate we believe that all children have equal rights to all aspects of the school. We aim to actively challenge any examples of inequality or stereotyping especially those based on race, beliefs, culture or sex.

We try to reflect a pluralist society, to teach through world examples and to highlight the benefits of cultural diversity. Displays and publications should enable all children to find images of ‘a child like me’.

Objectives  

Geography teaching should enable pupils to:-

· develop the skills necessary to carry out geographic enquiry and interpret information as in the National Curriculum.

· investigate their own locality and beyond and be able to make a comparison.

· develop an awareness of the geographical themes of weather, settlement.

· develop an appreciation of human impact on the environment.

· use ICT to develop and apply their knowledge.

· communicate in writing and speech using geographical terms.

Special consideration must be given to pupils with learning difficulties and those with  physical disabilities.

Review

This policy will be reviewed regularly.
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