Tollgate Primary School

Curriculum Policy

SCHOOL AIMS

At Tollgate School we believe a school should provide a happy environment within which:

(a)   
children may develop lively enquiring minds together with the self-discipline and self-image 
necessary for them to make the most of their education and to become lifelong learners

(b)   
children may acquire the knowledge and skills they will need in their adult lives and where the 
individual needs of children may be provided for

(c)   
children may develop an awareness of the different groups within society and the need for 
tolerance, respect and concern for the needs and values of others, irrespective of race, sex or 
cultural background

(d)
statutory requirements including the National Curriculum and the R.E. Curriculum can be met and, where possible, exceeded;

(e)   
the active co-operation and support of parents as partners in their children's education can 
be fostered.

CURRICULUM

Along with all other state schools, we work within the requirements of the National Curriculum.   This, in fact, varies very little from the sort of primary curriculum that good schools have always offered.   

The National Curriculum requires the study of four "core" subjects:

1
ENGLISH

2
MATHS

3
SCIENCE

4
INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

together with other "foundation" subjects:

1
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

2
HISTORY

3
GEOGRAPHY

4
MUSIC

5
ART

6
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

7
PSHE/Citizenship

and also 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Contained within all of these studies will be a concern for:

a
multi-cultural education

b
equal opportunities

c
special educational needs

Children in Nursery and Reception classes follow a ‘Foundation Stage’ curriculum. Children in Years 1 and 2 (up to the school year in which they turn 7) follow the  ‘Key Stage 1’ National Curriculum.

Children in Years 3,4,5 and 6 (up to the school year in which they turn 11) follow the ‘Key Stage 2’ National Curriculum.

Pupils move to Middle School at the end of Year 4 -  midway through Key Stage 2. 

At Tollgate School most of the curriculum is taught in separate, timetabled, subject lessons. We are, nevertheless, careful to stress the links between the various subjects.

MATHS

Mathematics in the National Curriculum is assessed in four Attainment Targets. These are:             

AT1     Using and applying mathematics

AT2     Number and Algebra

AT3     Shape, Space and Measures

AT4     Handling data

We use the Abacus and BEAM maths schemes alongside many other resources.  Our teaching follows the National Numeracy Strategy guidelines. This involves using a mix of whole class teaching and group work. The targets and teaching methods have been widely trialled and are now national requirements. Our mathematics curriculum aims to give all children a wide variety of experiences including the use of practical equipment and games. We strive to provide practical experiences that widen and deepen the children's understanding. Children take home a sheet showing their current maths targets. This helps to keep you informed of their studies.

Mrs Collett is our Maths Co-ordinator.

ENGLISH

English in the National Curriculum is assessed in three Attainment Targets. These are: 

AT1
Speaking and Listening

AT2
Reading

AT3
Writing

Language activities arise from virtually every aspect of study in school.  In addition to these, however, we also use structured schemes. 

We have adopted the teaching style of the National Literacy Strategy. 

Spelling is taught through a mixture of formal learning and testing, and also by classroom routines such as requiring children to make an attempt at spelling unknown words before the teacher will offer guidance. By using this approach we find that children become more confident about their spelling. 

We teach a simple joined style of handwriting, which is practised daily.

Mrs Stratford is our English Co-ordinator.

Reading

Our core reading scheme is All Aboard, but we have many other resources to draw upon. These include the Lighthouse and Lightning schemes for guided reading activities. We stress reading for understanding and use many comprehension and reading extension activities. We foster a love of reading for its own sake, and also develop the ability to use reading as a tool for study in all curriculum areas. 

We have set ourselves challenging targets for the teaching of reading, and we give extra help at an early stage to children who fail to meet the targets. 

When a child is ready to start the reading scheme, a reading book is sent home, accompanied by a Home-School Notebook.

The Home-School Notebook contains a reading record, information about the books we use and advice about supporting the child. The reading record records which pages we would like the child to read to the parent/carer. Older children will often be asked to read a whole story at a time. We ask for a signature to show that the child has read.

We ask parents/carers to add any comments about problems or worries.   The record book can be a useful channel for passing information between home and school.

This "scheme" book is the main teaching and learning book. As children get more proficient, comprehension and reading development activities will take place using the stories as their source.

Children are also able to take home a "choice" book. This is a book that they can freely choose from the fiction or non-fiction libraries.  This enables them to follow up individual interests and to always have reading matter available when it is not appropriate for a child to go on to the next passage in the scheme book.                     

SCIENCE

Science in the National Curriculum is assessed in four Attainment Targets. These are:

AT1
Experimental and Investigative Science

AT2
Life Processes and Living Things

AT3
Materials and their Properties

AT4
Physical Processes

Science is an essentially practical subject and the National Curriculum stresses that children should develop the ability to:

i)   ask questions, predict and hypothesise 

ii)  observe, measure and manipulate variables

iii)  interpret results and evaluate evidence.

We have adopted the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority’s recommended scheme of work.  

Mrs Nye is our Science Co-ordinator.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Design and Technology in the National Curriculum is assessed in two Attainment Targets. These are: 

AT1
Designing

AT2
Making

In the course of design and technology children will be given the opportunity to work with materials including:




i)   textiles




ii)  graphic media




iii) construction materials  




iv) food

Mrs Davies is our Design and Technology Co-ordinator.

INFORMATION and COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

This involves using ICT information sources and ICT tools to solve problems and to support learning. Children are also helped to understand the implications of ICT for working life and society.

Pupils are given opportunities, where appropriate, to develop and apply their ICT capability in their study of National Curriculum Subjects.

ICT is assessed in one Attainment Target called Information Technology Capability. We have adopted the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority’s recommended scheme of work.

Tollgate has a well equipped ICT centre. Mr Johns is our ICT Co-ordinator.

HISTORY

History in the National Curriculum is assessed in one Attainment Target simply called History.

Core Study Units lay down the content of the children's studies in each Key Stage. We have adopted the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority’s recommended scheme of work.

Mrs Ashley is our History Co-ordinator

GEOGRAPHY

Geography in the National Curriculum is assessed in one Attainment Target simply called Geography. We have adopted the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority’s recommended scheme of work.

Miss Nesling is our Geography Co-ordinator.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

P.E. in the National Curriculum is assessed in a single Attainment Target called simply Physical Education.   This is divided into three areas of activity in Key Stage One:






1 
Games






2 
Gymnastic activities






3  
Dance

with the addition in Key Stage Two of:






4
Athletic activities






5
Outdoor and adventurous activities






6     
Swimming

Mr Smith is our PE Co-ordinator.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & Collective Worship
Arrangements for the act of collective worship and for religious education are made by the School in accordance with the requirements of the Education Reform Act 1988.   

Tollgate is a Community School (not a Church School) so Religious Education and Collective Worship are non-denominational in character and are in accordance with an agreed syllabus approved by the Authority. The main emphasis of Collective Worship is on the broad tradition of Christian belief.

The Suffolk Agreed Syllabus for RE is assessed in four Attainment Targets.   These are:

AT1     Experience and Belief

AT2     Belief and Behaviour

AT3     Believing Communities

AT4     Expressing Meaning

Parents may, if they so wish, withdraw their children from the arrangements for collective worship and Religious Education.  It would be helpful if such requests were made to Mr Johns in writing.

Mrs Wakeman is our RE Co-ordinator.
MUSIC                     

The National Curriculum for Music is assessed in two Attainment Targets.   These are:

AT1     Performing and composing

AT2     Listening and appraising

Accompanied and unaccompanied singing, percussion work and activities stimulated by educational radio programmes will feature at times during music teaching.

Mrs Cox is our Music Co-ordinator

ART 

Art in the National Curriculum is assessed in two Attainment Targets.   These are:

AT1     Investigating and making

AT2     Knowledge and understanding

We give the children the opportunity to experience as many different techniques and media as possible, in both two and three dimensions.   Such basic skills as colour mixing, correct use of paint, brush, scissors etc. are also taught.

Mrs Leigh is our Art Co-ordinator

PSD/Citizenship

We aim to equip our children with the knowledge they need to lead safe, healthy, well-regulated lives.  For the older children this will often include such topics as smoking, road safety and aspects of sex education.   

Aspects of sex education arise from science studies such as ‘growth' or ‘change' and is discussed and studied alongside such other natural phenomena as seed growth and animal babies. 

Children are encouraged to have due regard to moral considerations and the value of family life.   It is not appropriate to teach First School children sex education as a separate subject distinct from their current studies. We would like to work together with parents to allow the children to learn about these important topics before they are exposed to the pressures of friends etc. at an older age.

We have carefully examined the requirements of the PSD and Citizenship documents and we have identified which areas are covered within other subjects and which need to be taught as discrete units. 

We feel that our School ethos and the explicit values we model for the children make a strong contribution to PSD & C.

Mrs Stratford is our PSD/Citizenship Co-ordinator

Equality

At Tollgate we believe that all children have equal rights to all aspects of the school. We aim to actively challenge any examples of inequality or stereotyping especially those based on race, beliefs, culture or sex.

We try to reflect a pluralist society, to teach through world examples and to highlight the benefits of cultural diversity. Displays and publications should enable all children to find images of ‘a child like me’.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

All schools have a responsibility towards those pupils who have special educational needs.   This responsibility is both to identify these pupils and make appropriate provision to meet their needs within the School. 

We operate the Suffolk Record of Support system to inform and involve parents of children with special needs that have been identified by the School.   Some pupils with more persistent special needs may need to be referred for specialist advice and support. Parents are always asked to give their consent for this before we go ahead. 

Children who have difficulty with reading, or other activities, are given extra help in the classroom and may be withdrawn from the class for extra help if this is considered appropriate. In the case of children who are specially gifted, their class work is carefully planned to ensure they are fully “stretched”.

Mrs Allison is our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator.

We have set up a Nurture Group called ‘The Yellow Group’. Admission is currently limited to KS1 pupils who have been assessed against the Boxall Profile, and shown to be suitable.

ASSESSMENT

During the first term of the year in which they will join main school, children are assessed to see how many skills they have already gained. This is called Baseline Assessment and it helps us to plan effectively for each child.

Children's work is continually assessed.   Various methods are used including the recording of oral responses, the setting of assessment activities, and the completion of assessment sheets.   

At the end of Key Stage 1 (during the Spring and Summer terms of Year 2) statutory standard tasks and tests are undertaken. These are known as SATs. The results of these standard tasks/tests together with other teacher assessments are reported to parents and to the DfEE.

In addition we use the non-statutory SAT s in Y3 & Y4 to give us further data. 

Children’s reading is formally assessed twice a year using the Salford test, and more often against the National Literacy Strategy word lists.

Mrs Stratford is our Assessment Co-ordinator

REPORTING TO PARENTS
Twice a year we organise Parental Consultations to discuss the work children are doing and their general progress.  At the end of each academic year parents receive a written report together with an invitation to discuss the report with the classteacher. 

At other times however, there will always be a spare moment to discuss any worry parents may have. 

Parents may also arrange an appointment with a teacher or Mr Johns at a mutually convenient time if they  prefer.
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