Tollgate Primary School

COLLECTIVE  WORSHIP  POLICY 

Statement of the Law

The 1988 Education Reform Act stated that:

· all pupils must take part in a collective act of worship every day.
· this may be as a whole school or in different age groupings.
· the act of worship may happen at any time in the school day.
· the act of worship has to take place on school premises.
· it is the responsibility of the Headteacher to ensure that an act of collective worship happens each day.
· in County schools the collective worship shall, in the main, reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief in ways appropriate to the age, aptitude and family background of the pupils involved, but shall not be distinctive of any particular Christian denomination.
· teachers in Community schools have the right to withdraw.   

· all parents have the right to withdraw their children from school worship in any school.

ORGANISATION 
There is an act of collective worship each day led by:


Monday




Whole School - Headteacher or Deputy Head



Tuesday       



KS1 – KS Co-ordinator


KS2
- Headteacher







Wednesday



KS1
- Headteacher



KS2
- Class Assemblies


Thursday

 


Whole School - Headteacher or Deputy Head



Friday





KS1 – Teacher




KS2 - Teacher





· All parents are advised in the school brochure of their right to withdraw their children from the collective act of worship.

AIMS
Bearing in mind that Tollgate is not established as a faith community, our school acts of collective worship aim:

· to help children to develop a sense of awe and wonder at the world around them.

· to provide regular time and opportunity for reflection and to enable children to move from what is of immediate but passing concern to the broader and more lasting concerns of life.

· to provide time and opportunity for thanksgiving and to enjoy sharing friendship, acceptance, joys, hopes 
fears etc.

· to develop an awareness of and concern for the needs of others as well as personal needs. 

· to provide time to share with others the things we have been doing, our thoughts and ideas.

· to help children develop shared values - honesty, respect, tolerance, self discipline, 
forgiveness, stewardship, 
fairness etc.

· to give children experience of being active members of a caring community.

· to respond in a compassionate and civilised way to experiences of injustice, cruelty, exploitation, greed etc.

GUIDELINES

The acts of collective worship in the School are planned so as to give the children a variety of experience.   These experiences will include:

· appropriate stories

· the discussion of moral  issues arising from stories and from real events - both in school and the wider world. 

· looking at pupils’ own work and behaviour 

· poetry

· music, both to listen to and participate in

Experiences may include:

· visiting speakers

· video / slides

· TV or radio programmes.

The children will be given an opportunity to:

· say thank you




· say sorry




· think of others




· remember



· celebrate

· contemplate

through:

· the singing of songs

· silent reflection


and/or   


(as appropriate to the beliefs of the member of staff leading the worship)


· spoken prayer

EQUALITY

At Tollgate we believe that all children have equal rights to all aspects of the school. We aim to actively challenge any examples of inequality or stereotyping especially those based on race, beliefs, culture or sex.

We try to reflect a pluralist society, to teach through world examples and to highlight the benefits of cultural diversity. Displays and publications should enable all children to find images of ‘a child like me’.

VISITORS 

· Visiting speakers are invited to school to share in and/or lead  the collective act of worship.

· All visiting speakers are asked to attend at least one act of collective worship as a visitor before taking a key role.

· The school resources are available to visiting speakers  e.g. the library, children’s work.

· All visiting speakers are approved in advance by the Headteacher, and are made aware of the School’s policy for worship.

RESOURCES
The school has the following resources to support collective worship:

· A selection of piano copies of Hymn books are kept in the hall and the Music Room

· The OHP transparencies for songs are kept in a box in the School hall.

· The purchasing of resources for worship is co-ordinated by Mr Johns and an annual budget is allocated.   


PLANNING
· Teachers are responsible for the content of their own assemblies.

· Advice for worship can be obtained from:

The Diocesan Director of Education, 













Diocesan House, 13 Tower Street, Ipswich IP1 3BG.   













Tel: 01473 254263.
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