Tollgate County Primary School
ART POLICY

1. RATIONALE

Art is "a unique form of experience which cannot be imitated in any other way.  It is not only non-verbal it is pre-verbal and since all human beings gain a large proportion of their experience and understanding through sight and touch it is very much part of our emotional grounding and potential.

Art experience is deeply embedded in the realm of life skills for all children, not only the gifted or less able.  Joyful response, the ability and confidence to create and bring practical and theoretical skills to bear on a variety of problems, to assess the potential of ideas, tools and materials, will have consequences far beyond the discipline itself.  Confidence in the value of initiative as well as logical modes of thinking, supported by practical experience developing and refining ideas, will spill over into many parts of children’s' lives and stand them in good stead as adults."

Margaret Morgan   Art 4-11 in association with S.C.C.



  Art in the Early Years of Schooling

2. PURPOSE

It is intended that this policy will:

· provide a corporate statement of purpose

· ensure that each pupil’s entitlement to art experiences is realised

· support teachers’ planning

3. GUIDELINES

Aims

We have high expectations of our pupils and believe in experimentation and on open ended challenge.

We aim to enable them to:-

· respond sensitively to the world around them.

· to form an aesthetic awareness.

· to develop the co-ordination of eye, hand and brain in practical and perceptual skills.

· to take a pride in their work.

· to experience and understand the characteristics of colour, tone, shape, line, texture and pattern.

· to become familiar with a wide variety of media and be able to use them confidently.

· to look at and evaluate what they have done.

· to widen their knowledge and appreciation of a variety of works of art from many different cultures and ages.

· to meet National Curriculum requirements in the relevant years.

Organisation

Art co-ordinator – Sue Leigh

The role of the teacher is to guide children through a balanced programme which builds on previous achievements and allows for their personal growth and development.

Children will have opportunities for working individually, in groups and as a whole class.

The curriculum is delivered through a combination of discussion, demonstration, investigation and exploration of materials and techniques supported by a range of appropriate stimuli.

Teachers plan for progression through a sequence of structured activities and open-ended exploration.

We aim to provide a learning environment which is attractive and stimulating in order to promote visual curiosity and awareness.

Displays will reflect the value that we put on children’s' work.

There are some display areas which are the responsibility of individuals and some which are planned and worked on as a whole staff.  

We provide a wide range of materials and equipment to support the teaching programme.

We adhere to safety guidelines in accordance with Art Care (S.C.C.).   Care is taken to follow manufacturers instructions on use and storage.

Equality

At Tollgate we believe that all children have equal rights to all aspects of the school. We aim to actively challenge any examples of inequality or stereotyping especially those based on race, beliefs, culture or sex.

We try to reflect a pluralist society, to teach through world examples and to highlight the benefits of cultural diversity. Displays and publications should enable all children to find images of ‘a child like me’.

Curriculum Planning

Staff plan collaboratively to ensure continuity and progression. Schemes of work appear as appendices.

Assessment

Art assessment is not statutory as we write. We nevertheless keep one sample or photograph of each art activity to provide evidence of curriculum coverage.     

Liaison

On transferring to Middle School, a class folder containing examples of any art work completed will be sent to the Middle School.

A class folder will be kept throughout the School in which examples of art work experienced will be kept until the end of the Key Stage.

Resources

Art resources are stored both in central areas, and in classrooms. We aim to keep classrooms as free from clutter as possible and only withdraw from the centralised storage as much as we need for short periods. 

Children are encouraged to be responsible for collecting and returning resources whenever this is appropriate. Unfortunately lack of space makes it impossible to store as much as we would like in child friendly conditions. 

Classrooms

paint and brushes - various, wax crayons, pencil crayons, various papers and other items as collected by teachers

Paper Store (off foyer)

Sugar paper, frieze paper, card, cartridge and art paper.

Art Store Cupboard (Room One)

fabrics, ribbon, yarns, beads, waxed paper, crepe paper, tissue paper, batik pot, wax, tjanting tools, screens and squeegies, Brusho dyes, printing rollers and inking sheets, water based printing inks, raffia, cane, felt tips, wax crayons, fabric crayons, iron, ironing board, backup supplies of paint – plus other supplies as available

Resource books.

Spare overalls – please return after use

Poster Storage Unit – top drawer (Room One)

reproductions of work by artists, Sainsbury’s reproductions plus teachers books

Advisory Teachers

Kate Stephens, Advisory Teacher for Art and Design Western Area.  

Derrick Merrill, Advisory Teacher for Multi-cultural awareness.

INSET

All out of School training is regarded as training for the whole staff. Time is set aside in staff meetings for feedback and exchanges of expertise. We also draw on the skill base already available from amongst our colleagues, both at this and other schools.

Evaluation

This policy will be revised regularly.
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